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A few weeks ago, I finally saw the latest installment of Lucas’ epic “Star


Wars” series.  I was saving the event for a special occasion:  seeking an air-conditioned refuge from a sweltering heat wave.  I was disappointed. Because it wasn’t as good as the original film, or because the original film was so much more…original?





I found myself distracted from the plot by small inconsistencies on-screen and lack of story tension; pixels transparent, being able to see


seams in the special effects, sequences of suspense no better than an


old James Bond film…and what was that - the Princess and Aniken


carrying their own suitcases???  I became a critic quickly.





I had become an independent filmmaker, editor and storywriter myself since the debut of the main characters as cultural elements of the 70’s.  Unlike our own chronological paths, I and the audience knew the outcome of any deadly struggle in the plot; we knew who survived. I


started mixing images as my mind drifted - was I at “The Lord of the Rings” or “Attack of the Clones” or…Did it matter?  When Yoda picked up the sword, it did matter.  Good old Yoda turned into just another testosterone-driven swordsman - an image totally different


from his spiritual-driven introduction “long ago and far away”.  An image I held up to my son when he was small as a role-model.  I felt stupid.  I had admired his character for his non-violent, spiritual,


“greater” mentorship.





“Star Wars itself is at least one story that balances Good and Evil.  Other recent and not so recent filmic offerings offer no spiritual values


and, worse, much that is alarming: images of Evil/Villains in films that actually are presented as sexier or cooler  than any “hero” or “heroine”.  Yes, and even contemporary “heroines” these days on- screen act in traditionally masculine “character”;  with violence,


weaponry and unemotional stoicism.  Evil becomes more attractive and


box-office-worthy.                                                      
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Rob Brezsny, “The Freewill Astrologer” online, calls this “everyday


nilhilism.  Further, he writes:





“….A single theme dominates the commanding plotlines disseminated by our chief storytellers…(contrary to John Keats others might say),


‘If something is not ugly…it is probably not true’….Mythmakers like actors, screenwriters, directors, novelists, musicians and critics… proceed on the assumption that ‘Good has a limit’ or that ‘Good isn’t


as interesting’ when there are so few smart artists and thinkers who are brave and resourceful enough to explore the frontiers of beauty and pleasure and renewal and harmony.”





Well, there ARE a few of us who do celebrate and write about Truth and Beauty.  It may take the movie industry a few more, many, many


more years to realize that American, and certainly Global, audiences


will soon tire of the formula-written, no-plot, non-original, re-hashed, cloned, and just plain No-Good sequels, pre-sequels and profit-driven works presented to us as “entertainment”.  I hope they “get it” soon - so I can enjoy more than the air-conditioning at the local multi-plex.
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